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Today’s Goals: 

•  Identify best practices for recording video 

•  Record a 10-20 second video (hands on) 

•  Perform Embed in Blackboard (hands on) 

•  “Embed” means make it playable directly in Blackboard 

2 hours 



Overview: Why 
Desktop Video 
•  Video is the best 

way to delivery 
rich media 
content to your 
course 

•  Personalized 

•  Quick 



Sample Video 
• Weekly Overviews 



Sample Video 
•  Questions...answered! 



Other Uses 
•  Extensive Info (e.g. special assignments) 

•  Create your own reason                              
“Necessity is the mother of invention.”                                                           
- Plato 



PART I: 
Best Practices for  
Making Desktop Video 



Level Camera Shot 

•  Level with head/shoulders 



Framing Shots 

•  Use the traditional 
statue bust  

Photo by rawenelendrial, available under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial license. 

“Bust of a Man” 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/rawenarts/4309440021/ 



Framing Example 

from ASU101 with Dr. Phil Regier 



Lighting 
•  Light in front of you, not behind you 

•  Quick Demo 

Photo by Andreas-photography, available under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial license. 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/sheepies/6641917389 



Audio 
• Within 24” of microphone 

•  Closer is usually better 

•  Minimize ambient noise 

Photo by Audio-TechnicaUK, available under a Creative Commons Attribution license. 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/audio-technica/4786626368/ 



Lights, Camera, Action! 

•  Recap: 

•  Camera level with head/shoulders  

•  Frame for statue bust shot 

•  Lighting in front of you 

•  Camera/mic within (24”) 2 feet (audio) 



PART II: 
Recording a  
Desktop Video 



Recording Checklist 

•  Laptop with built in or USB camera/mic 

•  Internet Connection 

• Wistia account (ask your inst. designer) 

•  Chrome or Firefox browser 



Why Wistia? 

•  “Free” hosting and serving 

•  Browser based recorder (no applications) 

•  ASU Online access/management 



Recording a Short Video 
•  Step 1: Using the Firefox or Chrome browser, 

log into Wistia (asuonline.wistia.com) 



Recording a Short Video 
•  Step 2: Click on your course project folder 



Recording a Short Video 
•  Step 3: Click on the blue "Project Actions" 

button and click “Record” 



Recording a Short Video 
•  Step 4: When you’re ready to record, click the 

“Record” button below your recording window and 
click again when you’re done. 



Recording a Short Video 
•  Step 5: Click on the “Recorded Video” you just 

created 



Recording a Short Video 
•  Step 6: Click on the “edit” button next to 

“Recorded Video” to change the title 
•  For future videos, include the week or module for easy 

organization 



Recording a Short Video 
•  You’re now ready to embed your video in your 

course! 



PART III: 
Embedding Your Video 
in Blackboard 



Wistia Video page 
•  Under the blue “Video Actions” button, click 

“Embed & Share” 



Wistia Video page 
•  Copy the embed code for the video by 

clicking the blue “Copy” button 



Navigate to Course 
•  In a new browser window, go to 

myasucourses.asu.edu and click on DEV-
CreateWebcamVideoWorkshop 

•  OR, feel free to use one of your own 
courses 



Edit Mode 
•  Make sure ”Edit Mode” is ON 



Find a page to embed your video and 
create a new content item 



Open HTML Editor 
•  Click on the HTML button to use the 

embed code 

STEP 2 
HTML View 

STEP 3 
Paste Code 

Week 1 Overview 



Paste Code 
•  in the HTML editor window and click 

“Update” at the bottom 

Paste embed code here



Save and Test 
•  View your video to make sure it works 



Tutorial videos: 
•  http://onlinestudio.asu.edu/tutorial-videos 

•  Go to the “Wistia Media Server” section 



REVIEW 
Today’s Goals: 
•  Identify best practices for recording video 

•  Record a Wistia video 

•  Embed the video in Blackboard 



Questions? 



Contact Us 

•  bslake@asu.edu  

•  ggunter1@asu.edu  

Review this Workshop 
Your anonymous input is appreciated.  

bit.ly/KhGJoL 


